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 Covina and the surrounding communities 
have been fortunate to benefit from the leadership 
and influence of the late Charles King.  He started the 
present Covina Concert Band in 1956.  Through his 
efforts with others, Covina Park has a beautiful band-
shell and the band has a large music library.  Charles 
had a dream and a vision of what could happen with 
the support of the local community, the cooperation of 
the City of Covina Parks and Recreation Department, 
and a group of fine musicians. 
 Since the retirement of Charles King in 1988, 
Covina Concert Band has had six directors.  Last 
August, the retirement of Dr. Don Holcomb, the sixth 
director, triggered a search for a new director.  Covina 
Concert Band found Mr. Tom Ridley to keep the 
dream and the vision of what could happen alive. 

 Mr. Thomas D. 
Ridley, a southern 
California native, has been 
involved with music since 
the late 1950s. He earned 
his BA and MA degrees in 
music from California 
State University, Long 
Beach. He was a member 
of the 72nd U.S. Army 
Band as clarinet player 
and Assistant Conductor. 
After directing the Los 
Caballeros Youth Band in 
Carson, California, he 
taught h igh school 
instrumental music for 
nine years. Tom has 

directed the Huntington Beach Concert Band since 
1977 and is a member of the Association of Concert 
Bands. 
 Tom began with Covina Concert Band 
October 3, 2011 and has not missed a beat since. He 
brings to the band many talents and has energized 
and challenged the band with new music. The band 
rehearsed and performed new patriotic music for the 
annual Veteran’s Day event at the Covina City Hall 
Courtyard. Beginning November 14, the band 
rehearsed new music that was performed at the 
Christmas Concert December 18. 
 Covina Concert Band is fortunate to begin a 
new era on a promising downbeat with Tom Ridley, 
and a growing band membership.  

A WHITE CHRISTMAS IN COVINA  
 “Here comes a band with a favorite Christmas 
story!” was broadcast over loudspeakers and heard by 
thousands of excited people of all ages lining both sides 
of Badillo Street. The big event was the Covina Concert 
Band on their Moving Band Stand, in the Covina 
Christmas Parade.  
 The voice from the loudspeakers continued: “On 
their moving band stand, is a group of fine musicians 
delivering the joy of music from our own Covina Concert 
Band -- a most excellent community band, directed by Mr. 
Tom Ridley. Singing with them is Marilyn Mittlestadt.”  
 The theme for the parade this year was Favorite 
Stories of Christmas.  Before 
roll-off, many of the band 
m em b e rs  s p e n t  t i m e 
decorating The Band Stand to 
resemble what might be 
found at the ski lodge 
depicted in Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas”, an all-time 
favorite Christmas story. The 
main visual elements on the 
band-stand were six sets of 
skis and two full-size movie 
posters.  
 The story of “White 
Christmas” is about a few 
Army Veterans of W W II that brought in performers to 
draw customers to a failing ski lodge on Christmas Eve.  
They were dreaming of a white Christmas that would 
bring in skiers to fill the lodge and save the day.  
 The announcers went on: “Imagine you’re there at 
that ski lodge watching that show right now.   Enjoy the 
band playing “White Christmas” and one of the best-
selling songs of all time, “Let It Snow”.  Let’s show this 
group of Covina musicians that they have a great 
audience that can make the dream of a White Christmas 
come true and save the day.  The more noise you make 
the better they like it.”  
 The event was a success that earned a 3rd place 
trophy for the band. There were eighteen members of the 
larger Covina Concert Band performing on the moving 
band stand. A good time was had by all. 
 Friends of Covina Concert Band have begun 
planning their moving bandstand for the 2012 Covina 
Christmas Parade. They wonder what the theme will be.  
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 Patrons and friends of Covina Concert Band 
on Sunday, December 18, 2011, nearly filled the 
capacity of the beautiful auditorium of the Covina 
Woman’s Club.  It was the free annual Christmas 
Concert by Covina Concert Band that drew them in. 
As the band tuned-up, more chairs were brought in 
from storage as patrons continued to arrive. At 
downbeat, the room was alive with anticipation as the 
audience waited for the introduction of Mr. Tom 
Ridley, the new conductor. Dr. Don Holcomb, the 
previous conductor, retired after ten years of service. 
This would have been Don’s eleventh Christmas 
Concert with the band.  

 The more than forty-piece band, dressed in 
concert black, performed a variety of Christmas 
music. Featured at the beginning of the second half 
was a set by Twist of Orange, the swing band of 
Covina Concert Band; the audience demanded an 
encore.  
 Was it the Covina Concert Band, Twist of 
Orange, the mystery of a new conductor, or was it 
something else that encouraged people to attend? 
Each member of the audience had their own reasons. 
Perhaps, some were compelled by the well designed 
flyer that was email-blasted to everyone on the band’s 
mailing list and posted in various places including the 

THE BAND BEARS GIFTS A WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Covina Chamber of Commerce.  Or, maybe it was the 
many newspaper entries in the “What to do on a Sunday” 
sections that drew their attention. Some knew that Santa 
would be there, bearing chocolates and plush toys for the 
audience. 
 At the intermission, there arose such a clatter. 
The audience and band members, some meeting for the 
first time, enjoyed conversation, the traditional bake sale, 
and, of course, Santa. A Covina Concert Band event is an 
opportunity to meet old friends and make new friends.  
 Christmas is, along with many other things, a time 
for bearing gifts. Music is a gift to those who listen and 
appreciate it. Music, to those who have invested in fine 

instruments, worked hard to educate themselves, and 
have found a group of like-minded people to produce it, is 
also a gift.  
 Covina Concert Band receives emails, which are 
also gifts in most cases. One member of the audience 
sent an email reading: "Great concert. You are to be 
congratulated. Be proud." One of the band’s newer 
members sent an email reading: "great concert - is it ok 
for me to say that, though I was in the band? I had a blast 
and everyone I invited "loved" it."  
 As a gift to band members and their audience, the 
Covina Concert Band has once again delivered the joy of 
music.  
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