
NEW MUSIC FOR 2012 CONCERT SEASON 
 The Covina Concert Band Music Library, 
founded by Charles King in 1956, now contains 
thousands of music titles collected over the years. New 
music purchased for the band this year has been added 
to this vast collection. Maintaining the library by the all-
volunteer staff is no easy task.  
 Thanks to Tom Ridley, director of Covina 

Concert Band, 
more than 40 
selections of 
music have been 
chosen for up-
coming concerts 
and rehearsals 
have already 
begun. Some of 
the music to be 
performed has 
been purchased 
for this season. 
Chosen from the 

band’s library are a few old favorites well known by the 
band’s loyal audience and made popular by Dr. Don 
Holcomb, the band’s previous director (retired). Some 
music, not in the band’s library, has been imported from 
Tom Ridley’s collection. 

 The band’s first concert this season is the 
Spring Concert May 20. In addition, the band is 
rehearsing for 9 or 10 more concerts. In June, and July, 
a new concert with different music will be performed 

each week, with few exceptions. Can the band pull it 
off? Sight reading, studying and polishing that much new 
music with many new band members is a challenge.  
 Twist of Orange, the swing band of Covina 
Concert Band, is also challenged. They will be 
performing new music as part of the Spring Concert, and 
the June 28 concert, and possibly more. 
 Each entry made to the play lists for the up-
coming concerts has been chosen to fit previously 
determined themes. Each concert has about a dozen 
selections. Here is a sneak peek: 
 The 2012 season begins on May 20, with the 
annual Spring Concert. Spring is in the air at The Covina 
Woman’s Club.  8 days later on May 28 there is the 
Memorial Day Observance at Forest Lawn which is, of 
course, a tribute 
to our fallen 
heroes “Lest We 
Forget”.  After a 
few weeks of 
more rehearsals, 
on June 21 the 
band performs 
the first of 6 
weekly concerts 
in the park – 
Music for the 
young at heart. 
Remember The 
Lone Ranger? 
“The William Tell Overture”. And who doesn’t like “A 
Disney March Spectacular”?  On June 28 the band 
performs favorite marches, including some Sousa, of 
course, and, at the same concert, you may enjoy swing 
music by Twist of Orange. What a mix at one concert!  
Then, early in the morning of July 4 in the park, along 
with breakfast, the band waves “A Star Spangled 
Spectacular” to help celebrate Our Independence Day.  
The next evening, July 5, you may enjoy more 
Americana. “Alexander's Ragtime Band” and “Amazing 
Grace” like you’ve never heard before. Then on July 12 
enjoy the park and hear Timeless Tunes – “I dreamed a 
Dream” of “Sinatra” and “Five Foot Two”, and more.  On 
July 16 it’s time for Tributes to…? How about Artie 
Shaw, Judy Garland, or Bacharach, to name a few?  As 
the 2012 season progresses, you may register the titles 
of your favorites for the Covina Concert Band Grand 
Finale on July 26.  Here is a chance to hear a replay of 
the favorites of the season. Visit CovinaConcertBand.org 
for updates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clockwise are Wendy Bradley, Floyd Zinner, John Salazar, Bob 
Praeger, Bob Gorski, Pete Mittelstadt, and Ken Linden 

 Marilyn Mittelstadt photo. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right John Salazar, Tom Ridley and 
Floyd Zinner. Marylyn Mittelstadt photo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Linden and Marilyn Mittelstadt.  
Pete Mittelstadt photo.  
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The Fortissimo Notes is the official newsletter of Covina Concert Band, Covina, California. Anyone associated with CCB 
that would like to contribute to the content of this letter or if there are questions, comments, or suggestions, please contact 
the editor Bob Praeger at 626.332.0020 or bobpraeger@yahoo.com. Visit our website CovinaConcertBand.org  

ONE SMALL SPARK 
IGNITES A BLAZING FIRE 
 The Festival of Music, sponsored by Covina 
Concert Band, was popular for many years. The 2006 
Festival, due to many factors, was unable to draw the 
necessary crowds to Covina Park that would support 
the event so future plans were abandoned. 
 The Covina Concert Band Corporate Board at 
that time held meetings each month. At nearly all 
meetings following the abandonment of the Festival, on 
the agenda remained the subject “Music Festival”. 
Looking back at the Festival entries in the meeting 
minutes, the comments found most always were 
“tabled” or “no report” or “no changes”.  
 A regular meeting was held February 16, 2008. 
The discussion that began on the subject of the Festival 
was expected to be short lived as usual. Many Ideas 
were offered. One was to involve young musicians by 
creating a “Battle of the Bands” with participating local 
High School bands. After the arguments against that 
idea were finished, all discussion stopped. There was a 
long pause of unexpected silence like dead air on the 
radio. 
 One voice broke the silence with a spark 
(paraphrasing) “LAPD Concert Band has a swing band. 
Covina Concert Band has just created a swing band. 
Why don’t we create a swing band festival?” The 
discussion became energized and productive again. 
Someone offered “We can invite bands from all over.” 
Another said “When the word gets out, more and more 
bands will want to participate.” “We’ll make it an annual 
event.” “I’ll make a dance floor?” A swing festival 
committee was formed. 
 That spark was an idea created by one person 
who influenced others to help use it to ignite a fire. The 
Annual Covina Swing Band Festival is the fire. Mary 
Holcomb, Covina Concert Band’s Director of Operations 
(retired) created the necessary spark. Did she know that 
people would build a fire by adding the fuel of their 
efforts to the spark she created?  
 Here is what has happed so far. The First 
Annual Covina Swing Band Festival featured 3 swing 
bands. The second Festival featured 5. The third 
featured 6. This year, the Fourth Annual Covina Swing 
Band Festival will feature 8 swing bands. All provided by 
ordinary people doing extraordinary things.  
 Planning the Covina Swing Band Festival 
continues as more people offer fuel for the fire.  

CIRCULAR BREATHING 
TUBA STYLE 

The Covina Concert Band tuba players, Bob 
Praeger and Bob Swain, are able to sustain tones with 
little breathing effort. Some musicians use circular 
breathing to produce a flow of air without interruption. 
This is done by breathing in through the nose while 
pushing air out through the mouth using air stored in 
the cheeks. However, with the volume required to play 
tubas, this technique doesn’t work. How do they do it? 

On the floor between the player’s is a small 
piece of equipment called the Embouchure Support Unit 
(ESU). Inside the case is a AA battery powered complex 
of valves sensors and regulators. The ESU is designed 
to provide circular breathing for two tuba players playing 
in unison. 

Attached to the ESU are small diameter tubes 
long enough to reach from the ESU to each tuba player 
the way a cord reaches from a sound system to a 
microphone headset. At the end of each tube is a tiny 
combination of transducer and expeller that is held 
inside the mouth like one may hold a cigarette by the 
lips. It does not interfere with the musician’s necessary 
tongue and lip control.  

To create the sustained tone as required by the 
composer, tuba players begin playing by inhaling in 
unison. When the first player has expelled 25% of his 

capacity, the sensors in 
the ESU detect the 
condition and adjust so 
that some expelled air from 
the second player is 
channeled through the 
tubes to the first. When the 
first player senses the air 
from the in-mouth expeller, 
he inhales through his 
nose while the tone is 
maintained by the airflow 

from the second player. When the inhaling first player 
has reached capacity and begins to expel air from his 
own lungs, the ESU senses this condition reversing the 
process. And so the cycle continues, while one player is 
inhaling, the other is exhaling and provides air for both. 

The ESU was first used April 1st last year. If 
you would like to know more about its use and circular 
breathing contact Bob or Bob at one of Covina Concert 
Band’s upcoming concerts. 
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MORE BAND HUMOR A community band rehearsing for their Spring Concert was plagued by low 
band member attendance, giving angst to the conductor. Every player in the band had missed several rehearsals, 
except for one faithful player who plays all the trumpet solos brilliantly. Finally, as the dress rehearsal drew to a 
close, the conductor took a moment to thank the trumpet player for his faithful rehearsal attendance. He, of course, 
humbly responded "It's the least I could do, since I won't be able to attend the Spring Concert." 


